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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application Is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 
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Intemational Bureau (POT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. The claims 1-7 are allowed. 

Reasons For Allowance 
1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present invention 
is directed to a character input device for a mobile terminal including a plurality of keys each key 
being assigned characters of at least two different character type, wherein the mobile terminal is 
previously set in a character input mode of one of the at least two different character types; while 
characters of another of the at least two different character types can be selectively input, said 
character input device comprising: at least temporary mode conversion key included in the 
mobile terminal; a memory for storing character codes of at least two different character types 
assigned to each of the plurality of keys. The combination of the closest prior art of Lee (US 
6,919,824) and SMETHERS (US 2002/0077156) showed a similar invention, however, thev fail 
to teach that a controller for selecting one of the previouslv set character input mode and a 
temporarv character mode, based on an input of the temporarv mode conversion key, and reading 
out and recognizing character codes of the at least two different character types from the memorv 
according to the plurality of keys input and the selected character input mode as claim 1 ; or when 
a controller recognizes that a temporary mode conversion key is held down while inputting 
characters, converting a character input mode to a temporary character input mode: and when the 
controller recognizes that the temporarv mode conversion key is released, retuming the character 
input mode to a previouslv set character input mode as claim 5; or when a controller recognizes 
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that a temporary mode conversion key is pushed while inputting characters, converting a 
character input mode to a temporary character input mode: and when the controller recognizes 
that the temporary mode conversion key is pushed again, returning the character input mode to a 
previously set language character input mode as claim 6. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled ''Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kimnhung Nguyen 
October 23, 2006 




